
GOAL 16: Promote Just, Peaceful and Inclusive Societies
Description
Peace, stability, human rights and effective governance 
based on the rule of law are important conduits for 
sustainable development. We are living in a world that 
is increasingly divided. Some regions enjoy sustained 
levels of peace, security and prosperity while others 
fall into seemingly endless cycles of con! ict and 
violence. This is by no means inevitable and must be 
addressed.

High levels of armed violence and insecurity have 
a destructive impact on a country’s development, 
affecting economic growth and often resulting in 
long standing grievances among communities that 
can last for generations. 

Sexual violence, crime, exploitation and torture are 
also prevalent where there is con! ict or no rule of law, 
and countries must take measures to protect those 
who are most at risk.

Goal 16 of the Sustainable Development Goals is 
dedicated to the promotion of peaceful and inclusive 
societies for sustainable development, the provision 
of access to justice for all, and building effective, 
accountable institutions at all levels. Strengthening 
the rule of law and promoting human rights is key 
to this process, as is reducing the ! ow of illicit arms 
and strengthening the participation of developing 
countries in the institutions of global governance.

Facts and Figures
• Among the institutions most affected by corruption 

are the judiciary and police
• Corruption, bribery, theft and tax evasion cost some 

US $1.26 trillion for developing countries per year
• The rate of children leaving primary school in con! ict 

affected countries reached 50 per cent in 2011, 
which accounts to 28.5 million children, showing 
the impact of unstable societies on one of the 
Sustainable Development Goals – education.

• The rule of law and development have a signi" cant 
interrelation and are mutually reinforcing, making it 
essential for sustainable development at the national 

and international level 
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For more information, visit: 
www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/peace-justice/       
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