7= N\ SUSTAINABLE Sy,
g Q» DEVELOPMENT =m;'ALS
p\S-2748 17 GOALS TO TRANSFORM OUR WORLD

GOAL 11: Make Cities Inclusive, Safe, Resilient and Sustainable

Description

Cities are hubs for ideas, commerce, culture, science,
productivity, social development and much more.
At their best, cities have enabled people to advance
socially and economically.

However, many challenges exist to maintaining cities
in a way that continues to create jobs and prosperity
while not straining land and resources. Common
urban challenges include congestion, lack of funds
to provide basic services, a shortage of adequate
housing and declining infrastructure.

The challenges cities face can be overcome in ways
that allow them to continue to thrive and grow,
while improving resource use and reducing pollution
and poverty. The future we want includes cities of
opportunities for all, with access to basic services,
energy, housing, transportation and more.

Facts and Figures

+ Half of humanity - 3.5 billion people — lives in cities
today

+By 2030, almost 60 per cent of the world’s population
will live in urban areas

+95 per cent of urban expansion in the next decades
will take place in developing world

+828 million people live in slums today and the
number keeps rising

+ The world’s cities occupy just 3 per cent of the Earth’s

land, but account for 60-80 per cent of energy
consumption and 75 per cent of carbon emissions
*Rapid urbanization is exerting pressure on fresh
water supplies, sewage, the living environment, and
public health
+The high density of cities can bring efficiency gains
and technological innovation while reducing

resource and energy consumption

For more information, visit:
www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/cities/
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