
OpenStreetMap
(OSM in Myanmar)



Open Street Map Introduction
• OpenStreetMap (OSM) သည် ကနွပ် ျူတာအသ ုံုံးပပြုမပြေပ ုံမ ုံးဆွွဲပြငု်ံးနငှ ြ်ေေမြပြငု်ံးတအုံ  အတကွ်

အသ ုံုံးြငမ်သာနညု်ံးပညာဆအုံင ်ာကအ အယာတစ်ြုံ။

• လတူအုံငု်ံးပါြငမ် ုံးဆွွဲနအုံငပ်ပ ုံး လမူ ာငမ်ပါငု်ံးြေ ာုံးစွာြေှမန  စဉ်နငှ အ်ြေေ

ပါြငပ်ြည စ်ွကလ် ကရှ်အသည။်

• အသ ုံုံးပပြုသြူေ ာုံးသည် စာ ွကမ်ပေါ် က် ကနွပ် ျူတာမပေါ်တငွမ်ပြေပ ုံမ ုံးဆွွဲ ပြငု်ံးပြစ်သည။်

• OSM အသ ုံုံးပပြုမ ုံးဆွွဲ ာတငွလ်ညု်ံး လြေ်ုံးြေ ာုံး၊ ကငွု်ံးပပငြ်ေ ာုံးအတကွ် ြေ ဉ်ုံးမ ကာငု်ံးြေ ာုံး၊

မက ာငု်ံးနငှ မ်ဆုံးရ ုံတအုံ  အတကွ် သမကေတြေ ာုံး စသပြင မ် ုံးဆွွဲမြာ်ပပ၏။

• အရ ေးကက ေးရ ောအချကမ် ော-

• OSM အသ ုံုံးပပြုမ ုံးဆွွဲမသာမပြေပ ုံြေ ာုံးကအုံ အငတ်ာနကြ် အတဆ်ကသ်အြေ်ုံးဆညု်ံးအသ ုံုံးပပြုနအုံငပ်ပ ုံး

ြေညသ်ြူေဆအုံ အြ အနတ်အုံငု်ံး အြြေွဲ  ယသူ ုံုံးစွွဲနအုံငပ်ြငု်ံးပငပ်ြစ်သည။်

Note: အပြာုံးမသာ Map services ြေ ာုံးပြစ်သည် (google, esri etc.) အြြေွဲ သ ုံုံးစွွဲ၍ြေ ပါ

(google, esri etc).



● Unlike any other crowd-sourced mapping 
projects, OpenStreetMap is free and open

● OpenStreetMap is published under an open 
licence, that allows anyone to access, use 
and share the data as long as you:

○ Attribute

○ Share-alike

○ Keep open

Why use OpenStreetMap?
Free and Open 
Source 
Software

Free and 
Open 
Formats

Free and Open 
Content

Logos by Adrien Coquet, Anarappi and LAFS  from the Noun Project



● OpenStreetMap emphasizes local knowledge 
and empowers people across the globe to 
edit, there are many ways to contribute that 
do not require access to the latest technology

● OpenStreetMap has no data releases, it is 
constantly updated and these contributions 
appear immediately - thereby it is one source 
of truth that all organisations and 
communities can use, edit and update

Why use OpenStreetMap?



Why Does Open Data Matter?
Google Maps 

Mawlamyine, Mon 
State, Myanmar



Why Does Open Data Matter?
OpenStreetMap

Mawlamyine, Mon 
State, Myanmar

Notice the difference 



● OpenStreetMap has a diverse range of 
use cases including:

● Advocacy

● Journalism

● Gaming

● Films 

● Academia

● Governance

● Development monitoring (SDGs)

OSM Use Cases



OSM Use - Humanitarian
● Many humanitarian organizations 

create and use OpenStreetMap data 
for operational decisions (e.g. 
planning logistics), to track 
implementation, and advocacy (to 
influence decisions)

● Some of the organizations that use 
OpenStreetMap for humanitarian 
purposes include Humanitarian 
OpenStreetMap Team, Médecins Sans 
Frontières, IFRC, United Nations, 
MapAction and many others

PhilAWARE 
Project



Uses of OpenStreetMap in Myanmar

• OSM as basemap in GIS applications (such as – QGIS, ArcGIS, 
etc.)

• Base layer in Webapp, mobile app (street complete, organic 
map) for basemap and for references

• OSM data (such as building footprint, waterway, road network, 
settlement area etc.) use in Many Humanitarian aids. Used as a 
basemap, analyze etc.

• Some private companies used OSM data (e.g. Grab etc.). Also, 
Grab support OSM development.



OSM as Basemap
E.g. MIMU uses OSM as default basemap!
OSM used as basemap (default or option) in many many applications!





OSM data available as shapefile e.g.

- Geofabrik, HOT-export etc.
- Vectordata used in many ways by many people
- *Only source for Myanmar Vector data for freely accessible large 

scale vector data



Example of OSM Uses
Grab use OSM

Default basemap in QGIS



CDE supports Myanmar OSM community

- Before coup CDE already active (low profile e.g. support Phandeeyar 

OSM program, OSM in Mawlamyine with Red Cross, contributions 

e.g. Dawei, Chaungzone, Bilin, Paung, etc. 

- After 2021 access to basemaps and basic geospatial data even more 

difficult → thus, support OSM for Myanmar
- Reactivate Myanmar OSM community

- Provide some smaller incentives for Myanmar OSM mappers/contributors

- Bring in remote mappers to contribute to Myanmar OSM data (e.g. via 

HOT-AP activities, …)

- Contribution by CDE members (digitizing, some data imports)



Partners

Partner with HOT

- Guru fellowship
- Activate remote mappers
- Draw mapping OSM campaigns to Myanmar (CCC, …)
- organize trainings 
- ..

pre-coup

- Partner with Red Cross, Missing Maps, Phandeeyar

Open to expand partnerships as OSM is based on Community and 
Crowd mapping/contribution



myOSM (OSM Myanmar Mappers 
Community)
Managed by CDE Myanmar

Objective

• To create open basemap source for Myanmar through 

OpenStreetMap 

• To encourage Myanmar's OSM mapper during crisis 

• To activate myOSM community for Myanmar people



Mapping focus | 
where to Map

• We are open to map anywhere 
in Myanmar.

• Currently with a focus on 
coastal areas (Cyclone prone) 
and South-East (SDC-focus 
area).

• We are open for requests

• If there is some genuine need 
e.g. by some organization, we 
can add/shift focus or activate 
HOT mappers



Mapping focus | 
what to map?

Where do people live

- Settlement 
Area/Residential Area)

- Village points / labels

How to get there

- Roads, rivers, …



CDE – Created OSM Project on HOT TM

12 tasks – 2 achieved & 10 active

https://tasks.hotosm.org/manage/projects/?sta
tus=PUBLISHED&managedByMe=1&action=
any

https://tasks.hotosm.org/manage/projects/?status=PUBLISHED&managedByMe=1&action=any
https://tasks.hotosm.org/manage/projects/?status=PUBLISHED&managedByMe=1&action=any
https://tasks.hotosm.org/manage/projects/?status=PUBLISHED&managedByMe=1&action=any


Giving stipend system to motivate 
Myanmar OSM contributors

• Developing a Incentive/Stipend system for contribution on OSM

• First Batch Started May 2024

• Second Batch - expected to be launched on July

• We have also open for people who are experience with OSM in 
Contributing OSM.

• *If some Organization interested to join, we can arrange and 
give capacity training.



Translating OSM 
wiki into 
Myanmar 
Context
https://wiki.openstreetmap.org/wiki/My:Map_Featu
res

https://wiki.openstreetmap.org/wiki/My:Map_Features
https://wiki.openstreetmap.org/wiki/My:Map_Features


Activating OSM 
Facebook Page 
MM
• Posting OSM related 

activates, trainings, tips, 
knowledge sharing, 
announcing etc.

• Encouraging mapping 
contributors

• Managing by CDE

https://www.facebook.com/grou
ps/osmmm

https://www.facebook.com/groups/osmmm
https://www.facebook.com/groups/osmmm


HOT AP Fellowship 
Program

Started Jan to June 2024  (6-month 
fellowship program).

Three Different program under 
Fellowship.

• Training Track

• Validation Track

• Mapping Track

http://surl.li/kpfyxj

* Next Fellowship program may start 
August 2024.

http://surl.li/kpfyxj


Requesting Training & Activity

• If some of NGO/CSO have project specific area for mapping, 
basemap etc., can request for capacity building training or help.

• We can request capacity building/Ideas/clarification etc from 
HOT AP – Mikko Termura



Next Step

• Expanding OSM mapping Community with Stipend System

• Reach out Global OSM mapper through HOT AP, Facebook, 
Tiktok, Instagram, Telegram etc.

• Expected to be cover project area at the end of 2024

• …..


	Slide 1: OpenStreetMap  (OSM in Myanmar)
	Slide 2: Open Street Map Introduction
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: Uses of OpenStreetMap in Myanmar
	Slide 10: OSM as Basemap
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: Example of OSM Uses
	Slide 14
	Slide 15: Partners
	Slide 16: myOSM (OSM Myanmar Mappers Community) Managed by CDE Myanmar
	Slide 17: Mapping focus | where to Map
	Slide 18: Mapping focus | what to map?
	Slide 21
	Slide 22: Giving stipend system to motivate Myanmar OSM contributors
	Slide 23: Translating OSM wiki into Myanmar Context https://wiki.openstreetmap.org/wiki/My:Map_Features
	Slide 24: Activating OSM Facebook Page MM
	Slide 25: HOT AP Fellowship Program
	Slide 26: Requesting Training & Activity
	Slide 27: Next Step

