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What are P-codes?  
• P-code is an abbreviated term for ‘Place Code’. 

• P-codes are unique reference codes, represented 
by a combination of numbers and a Standard 
English transliteration, covering thousands of 
locations across Myanmar.  

• P-codes cover Union Territory, States/Regions, 
Districts, Townships, Towns, Wards, Village Tracts 
and Villages in Myanmar. 

• P-codes are currently maintained by the Myanmar 
Information Management Unit (MIMU) 
 



Why are P-codes useful?  

• Unique coding system for every single settlement 
• Can be avoid uncertainty by using name reference 

system. 
• Easy for data exchange 
• Standard spelling of English 
• Easy to campare or combine different datasets for 

one place 
• and so on….. 



The role of P-codes in Myanmar  

• All humanitarian/development organizations 
including many government departments are 
taking several assessments and survey on 
different activities. 

• Without a System, it is not possible to 
compare or combine these different dataset 
for one place. 

• P-codes can support this role 



Myanmar Administrative Strucutre 
As of Nov 2014 

Union Territory (Nay Pyi Taw) 
and 14* States & Regions  
MMR001 = Kachin State 

Districts (73) 
MMR001D001 = Myitkyina 

Townships (330) 
MMR001001 = Myitkyina 

City or Town (417) 
MMR001001701 = Myitkyina Town 

Village Tracts (13609) 
MMR001001001 = Alam Village Tract 

Wards (3154) 
MMR001001701501 = Aye Yar Ward 

Villages (70,561 - 3541) 
165670 = Alam Village 

URBAN RURAL 

* According to the Constitution-
2008, there are total 7 States, 7 
Regions and 1 union territory, 
however in the MIMU P-Code list; 
Shan States is subdivided into 3 Sub-
States (South, North and East); Bago 
Region is subdivided into 2 sub-
regions (East and West). 



• P-code Database Structure 



Alternate Name 
• Villages known by different names– this tends to happen in areas where 

different languages are used. The Pcode listing of the MIMU allows for inclusion 
of an alternative name by which the village is commonly known 

 



Different Administrative structure 
This may occur in area of different administrative structure applied especially 
in Wa and Kokang Self-Administered area 



Gov Structure WA Structure 



P-code Updates 
1. GAD (General Administrative 

Department)_Ministry of Home Affairs 



2. Feedback from Partner Organizations 
Villages missing from the Pcode list– this may occur with villages in hard-to-reach areas, or where 
village location has changed.The MIMU registers new Pcodes as soon as the required information is 
available to verify the existence and location of the village 

2-1. New P-code request Form 
  Village Information   GPS location GAD Administrative  Structure 

Serial 
No. Village Name 

Other Names (by 
which the village is 

commonly known/in 
local language) 

Approximate 
Village 

Population 

Approximate 
Village 

Households 

Longitude 
(E)  

Latitude 
(N) 

State / 
Region District Township Village Tract 

Village Pcode 
(for new village, 

MIMU will 
assign p-code) 

1                       
2                       
3                       
4                       
5                       

                        

Reporter Information 

Reporter 
Name 

Agency/De
partment Email Telephone Date 

Data Collection 
Mode(how 
population 

informaton has 
been collected) 

Remarks 

              
              

              
              
              
              



Not reasonable to  
create new P-code 

Strong evidence to create new P-code 



 



• Feedback from Partner Organizations (Cont.) 
2-2. GPS coordinate updating Form 
Lack of GPS coordinates- currently just 75% of the villages with Pcodes can be mapped.  The MIMU 
continues to seek accurate GPS coordinates for the remaining villages with the support of the GIS 
Working Group, agencies and Government departments 
 

  GAD Administrative  Structure GPS location 

Serial 
No. 

State / 
Region District Township Village 

Tract 
Village 
Pcode 

Village 
Name 

Alternate Name by 
which the village is 

usually known (if any) 

Longitude 
(E) in Pcode 

list 

Latitude 
(N) in 

Pcode list 

Corrected 
Longitude 
(E) from 

field 

Corrected 
Latitude 
(N) from 

field 

1                       

2                       

3                       

4                       

5                       

Reporter Information 

Reporter 
Name 

Agency/De
partment Email Telephone Date 

Data Collection 
Mode(how 
population 

informaton has been 
collected) 

Remarks 

              
              
              
              
              





Quick verification for new p-code or updating GPS 
coordinate 

Known Village 

Unknown Village 

Unknown Village 

Unknown Village 



Availability of GPS coordinates 
74%  villages can be mapped 
as of Nov 2014 



Next Release 

• GAD will distribute the new Gazeetter on 10 
May 2015 

• Data updating in May and June 2015 
• Hopefully new version of P-code list can be 

released in early July 2015 
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