Minutes of IM Network Meeting: 5 November 2014
Chair Person: Ms. Shon Campbell, MIMU Manager.

Participants’ Organizations: 
UNICEF, PACT, WFP, IMG, UNFPA, UNOHCA, REACH, MIMU
	
	Issues discussed
	Action
	Follow-up

	1. 
	Population and Housing Census Results: Presentation by Daniel Msonda/UNFPA. These minutes include additional clarification from Frederick Okwayo which was shared by email after the meeting:
The 2014 Census is now at the stage of data processing. The enumeration period took place from 30 March to 10 April 2014 with 25,000 field supervisors and 90,000 Enumerators in 80,577 Enumeration areas (each comprising average 150 households). The Provisional Results were released at the end of August, indicating a total country population of 51,419,420. The non-enumerated count is 1,206,353, principally in Rakhine 1,090,000, but also from Kayin and Kachin due to difficulty in gathering the data in these areas. As a result, estimates have been made in part on the initial mapping of these areas. A sampling frame has also been developed as a resource for other surveys (see additions from Frederick below).
The main census results, to be released in May 2015, will include population data by administrative unit up to township level in most cases, but with some information like population size and number of households provided to Ward/Village tract level. Results will include Township level household size and sex ratio, population by age groups, Myanmar population living outside the country by sex and country of residence,  literacy and schooling status and GER, NER and education level, type housing, main source of lighting, drinking water source, type of cooking fuel used, type of toilet used, ownership of household assets. 
Thematic Studies will also be released focusing on areas such as fertility, reported mortality,  migration, population projections, detailed information on education status and literacy rates, child and youth population, aging population, housing condition and household assets, disability status and other social and economic related characteristics. 
DoP will decide the level to which census data is made available to the public.

Q&A included discussion on the possible differences between Provisional and Final census results, the method of preparation of household level maps for enumerator areas (drawn manually by DOP staff for each 150 household and ensuring for not overlapping); data quality issues: double counting issues, and steps to ensure the quality of the final census result. 
ILO and the Department of Labour are now using the sampling frame derived from the census information to conduct their labour force survey. More details on the sampling frame may be requested from Daw Khaing Khing Soe  DOP or Frederick, UNFPA. 
Additional clarification from Frederick Okwayo, Census Chief Technical Adviser  from UNFPA:

The National Sampling Frame is simply a database of some of the census areas in the country, scientifically selected from the overall census database with a known probability of selection for use in initiatives seeking to conduct a representative household based survey. This enables weights to be used in the data to represent the wider population. The Myanmar sampling frame can generate estimates at Union, Urban /Rural parts of the country and for each of the States and Regions. The sample frame cannot provide estimates at district or lower administrative levels. This if need be can be done using the census overall database. The Sampling frame allows for surveys to be done either for entire country, or in one and even in a group of States/Regions. 

The sampling frame is available at DOP and is designed for use by a sampling statistician. On the basis of a request for a sampling frame for a given survey, DOP would draw a representative sample of Enumeration Areas and also provide maps of each selected EA and Structure Listing prepared during the census enumeration. There may be some cost for this process/materials.
	Shon to check with UNFPA Chief Technical Adviser for more information on the use of the Sampling frame. 


	

	2. 
	Land reform policy data initiative:

Nick Jewell from EU-IMG provided a presentation on District land management planning and land used consultation (MOECAF and LUASC).  A pilot thematic study is being undertaken on land type/use across three selected districts in Bago region (Taungoo, Bago and Thayarwady) with GAD, the Forest Department and Agriculture Department. 28 land classes have been defined using remote sensing GIS based data. The assessment has been underway for a year and a half and has produced a land cover map with VT boundaries for managing land use assessment issues in these districts. Ground field checking has found some inconsistencies in the VT boundaries. Some results of this initiative will be released in May.
The initiative will assist in clarifying legal VT boundaries, defining the population and wealth/ income for VT and villages, existing tenure at farm level, economic land concession data, registration of community forestry lands and of military and religious lands, and proposed large land developments.
Discussion within the IMN meeting considered the land management data gap with government departments (Forest Department, SLRD, Planning Department, Livestock, Irrigation and Water Resources Department) and improving the land management data with best practices land management strategy to able utilize in land policy making decisions for local and high level authority.
	Nick to share info with MIMU – GIS team to resolve inconsistencies 
	

	3. 
	Ongoing and planned Surveys/Assessments:

· WFP: Food security survey for SE region will be conducted by WFP and LIFT in 2015
· UNDP: Preparing to publish the Economic census 2013 report which was jointly implemented by UNDP and Planning Department


	
	

	4. 
	Update from ICT Working Group (Jade/Pact)
The October ICT4D Working Group meeting included a presentation by Telenor on their web based development strategy for Myanmar through activities such as providing ICT connections with cell phones to access more information.  Other Telenor initiatives are in MMCH, an initiative which aims to support reduction in child labour, and support to promoting wider DRR information access.
The ICT4D WG is currently finalising an agreed translation of ICT technical terms in Myanmar language.  The next ICT4D WG meeting will be in December 2014.

	
	

	5.
	Updates from GIS Working Group (Nway Aung/MIMU)
With the Asian Conference on Remote Sensing (ACRS) conference in NPT from 27-31 October, the GIS working Group meeting was postponed to 7 Nov 2014. This next meeting will focus on an inventory of GIS’s data catalogue and developing metadata standard for GIS mapping. An inventory on utilization of GIS software will be conducted in Feb 2015.

	
	

	6.
	Update from IM Network Members on their activities and plans
REACH: Reach is a project which has been supporting the global Shelter Cluster. It aims to strengthen emergency information management, generally through sending in teams, gathering information and providing published products for use by actors on the ground. Reach is currently preparing an Emergency Information Management assessment in coordination with UNCEF, and will undertake an assessment of the shelter programme for IDPs in the north of Rakhine State.

	
	

	7.
	Data Disaggregation Taskforce and Humanitarian data update (Luis/OCHA)
· Further changes and refinements have been brought to the data disaggregation tool developed by the Taskforce after its initial endorsement in the Inter- Sector/Cluster Coordination Group.
· UNOCHA and the MIMU GIS team are finalising mapping of evacuation sites after an initiative working with VT Administrators for Sittwe district. GAD had requested preparation of maps of areas of Rakhine, Ayeyarwady and other areas at risk of cyclone and disaster. This initiative will be extended to Pauktaw and Kyaukphyu townships.
· Work continues in developing the Humanitarian Response Plan for 2015 – a challenge has been determining the indicators for use by sectors (and keeping the numbers to a reasonable number – planned as 10 indicators per sector for monitoring purposes).
· OCHA is working with KOBO to develop a mobile application enabling input for the Initial Rapid Assessment forms (IRA) using cell phone/tablets. This will be ready next month.
	
	

	8.
	South East Thematic Data Meeting

· The proposed South East Thematic Data meeting is going ahead as an initiative of the IM Network, and is being arranged by UNHCR and MIMU for next Wednesday afternoon. The meeting aims to identify the main actors involved in information management in the wider South East of Myanmar (i.e. Bago East, Shan East, Shan South, Kayah, Kayin, Mon and Tanintharyi), to clarify data gaps and issues in the availability and getting the reliability humanitarian and development sectors’ data, and to recommend next steps to move forward in improving information management with task group. The need for a better understanding of humanitarian needs in the SE has been noted in the HCT and by ECHO in their recent proposal launch, indicating the wider need for this initiative to move forward.
	
	

	9. 
	Capacity Building needs to strengthen IM

· The IM Network Workplan 2014 includes attention to Capacity Building, aiming to provide a set of tools to support induction and capacity building of national staff involved in IM/data management.  Suggested activities were to establish a Capacity Building Taskforce to develop strategies to promote more active exchange between IM focal points, to share “how to’ resources on common IM tools such as Excel, and to customise and disseminate an available IM module for local use with local Myanmar Language. 
· Data capacity issues and possible steps forward were discussed in the last meeting with the small group that were present. It highlighted the need for more capacity building in data management and data quality – e.g. free and simple Excel training/tools to support in cleaning data, quality control, linking between tables. Information on basic visualisation would also be very useful and promote better use of the data. 
· Data management tools and training resources can be shared through the MIMU website and offline website DVDs
· Pact is planning to translate a Data Ethics Training to Burmese/Myanmar language as part of an initiative to have some of their staff accredited in such a course (for which there is a cost), however this could be shared more widely for informal use. This may be available in mid-2015.


	
	

	10
	Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on December 3rd , 2014 at 3 pm in MIMU Ground Floor Meeting Room,  No.(5) Kanbawza Street, Bahan (near Toyota Car Show Room)
	To send invitation and agenda

	MIMU
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