
MINE ACTION 
Background
Seven out of Myanmar’s 14 States are contaminated with landmines and ERW including by newly laid landmines as the conflict expands in Kachin and Shan States in 2015. KAP survey and rapid assessment alerted on the urgent need to scale up mine risk education programming as 3 out 4 children interviewed never received any information on mines and even fewer adults have received any form of MRE. 

While the ceasefire signed in October 2015 did include a dedicated article on demining which might open new windows of opportunities for the expansion of the mine action activities in Myanmar, the ceasefire has not been signed by all parties to the conflict, and no agreement has been reached yet to start survey or operations. Protection and Mine Action actors in country continue to advocate with the different parties for the use of “marking and fencing” in affected areas and to agree on common danger signs. In addition, access to mine affected-areas, especially in non-governmental controlled areas remains challenging. 
Since 2012, the Ministry of Social Welfare Relief and Rehabilitation, has co-chaired with UNICEF a national Mine Risks Working Group (MRWG) comprising 10 different ministries and 28 national and international NGOS and UN agencies to enhance inter-ministerial and inter-agency coordination. In 2014, dedicated technical groups on Victim Assistance and Information Management were established, and as a result of a decentralization process two sub-national MRWGs State were established in Kachin and Kaya States.

National Standards of MRE were endorsed by the Government and a two-year strategic planning developed for 2015-2016.

The 5 main priorities include:

· the strengthening of inter-ministerial and inter-agency coordination mechanism;

· MRE with the production and dissemination of a common set of messages and tools along with the training;

· Victim Assistance with inclusive and integrated socio-economic reintegration linked to the broader disability framework;

· The improvement of data collection and information management with the roll-out of IMSMA and the inclusion of mines within broader health injury surveillance

· Advocacy on mine action in the context of peace-process and broader peace-building and durable solutions agenda.

Myanmar is neither a signatory to the anti-personnel mine-ban treaty nor to the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons. 

Scope of the Problem
The absence of injury surveillance system in Myanmar and the ongoing restricting access to some government and non-government controlled areas continues to limit access to critical information and it is difficult to fully capture the scope and extent of the landmine and ERW contamination in Myanmar. However, the International Coalition to Ban Landmines (ICBL) and the Myanmar Information Management Unit has collected information on contamination and casualties in fifty townships in the 14 states and regions, and it has revealed that over 400 civilians had been killed and another 3,300 injured by landmines over the past 17 years, adding that these figures likely underestimate the true extent of damage and lives lost. In 2015 only, 15 people have lost their life including nine children and more than 33 people have been severely injured. This number could go higher as there is no comprehensive surveillance system in the country.  

The Department of Social Welfare with the support of the MRWG developed a strategy for Information Management System for Mine action (IMSMA) in Myanmar and is looking at the feasibility of establishing an injury surveillance system. Findings from KAP survey revealed that landmines-related issues remains highly sensitive and reporting is hence restrained. In addition, broader conflict drivers and poverty reinforce risk taking behavior, and access to livelihoods remains a concern overriding mine risks.
Mine risks are included within the humanitarian architecture through the protection/child protection sector, and are linked to the framework of durable solutions for Internally Displaced Persons and broader peace building, safety and security agenda.
Coordination mechanism 
The Mine Risks Working Group (MRWG), established in April 2012 is co-chaired by the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement and UNICEF. It includes ten ministries, and 28 international and national organizations (UN, INGOs, NGOs and the Red Cross Society). The MR Working Group provides the platform to foster common strategies and inter-agency/ inter-ministerial work plan. The MR WG is complemented by two dedicated sub-technical groups on Victim Assistance and Information Management. In 2014, Kachin and Kayah State MR working groups were formed in order to decentralize coordination mechanism and better address emergency-need for IDPs and other-conflict affected communities. 

Efforts are underway to strengthen the national capacity and ownership of mine action in Myanmar. Major international mine action actors (DCA, MAG, DRC-DDG, HALO Trust, CRS, NPA, HI and AAR Japan etc.) have established offices in Myanmar in order to provide support to the government in all aspects of mine action. Similarly, local NGOs, faith-based organizations, ICRC, and Myanmar Red Cross Society are significantly contributing in different areas of mine action in Myanmar.  

The Mine Action Portfolio was launched for the first time in Myanmar for its 2015 Edition. It was preceded by intensive consultation through the national MR Working Group. A specific induction briefing was also organized for the Government and for the national and international organizations. 

Current Strategy of MR working group  
The Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Rehabilitation and UNICEF continue to provide leadership to foster and enhance inter-ministerial and inter-agency coordination at National and State level including through capacity strengthening of mine action actors (i.e. government, national, international and faith/community based organizations.) 

The MRE component includes the dissemination of a common set of MRE messages and tools that was field tested in 2015; support to the Department of Education to develop systematic mine risk education activities in schools; support to deliver emergency MRE interventions in schools, IDP camps, host communities; creation of e a network of Emergency MRE focal person and equip them with training and tools, and mainstream MRE into humanitarian and development response. Efforts also continue to promote gender in mine action agenda through knowledge sharing, documentation of promising practices and capacity building of the key mine action actors. 
The Victim Assistance component is looking at developing age and gender appropriate victim assistance linked to inclusive and integrated socio-economic reintegration programming and to broader disability frameworks. 
It is planned to improve data collection and information management through the roll out of the Information management System for Mine Action (IMSMA) and to consolidate/disseminate better analysis of mine risks environment for all Mine Action / protection actors.

MRWG members also continue to advocate and promote government compliance to the legal instruments such as CRC, CRPD, Mine Ban treaty and CCW. The advocacy efforts, to the extent possible, look at options to offer support to government and non-government stockholders to consider fencing, marking and potential clearance of landmines and other ERW.  
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