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2 PSEA Network Myanmar, endorsed by Humanitarian Country Team, 6 March 2020.
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*The Constitution of Myanmar (2008)..
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* The Myanmar Penal Code (1948).

democracy-2016/myanmar-laws-2019/pyidaungsu-hluttaw-law-no-22-2019-child-law-burmese.html).

8 Child Rights Law (2019), section 100(c)(ii).

library.org/law-library/laws-and-regulations/laws/myanmar-laws-1988-until-now/national-league-for-
% As above, section 101.

7 Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Law No. 22/2019 (Burmese version available at: http://www.myanmar-law-

> Anti-Trafficking in Persons Law (2005), sections 24 and 25.

5As above, sections 27 and 32.

11 Majority Act (1875), section 3.

10 As above, section 105.
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12 Child Rights Law (2019), section 23.

13 Burma Laws Act (1898), section 13.

14 Myanmar Buddhist Women'’s Special Marriage Law (2015).

15 For example, the Christian Marriage Act (1872), section 60, states that the legal age of marriage is 13 years
for girls and 16 years for boys.

16 Miedema, S. and Than, T., ‘Myanmar debates women'’s rights amid evidence of pervasive sexual and

domestic violence’, The Conversation, 10 December 2018, available at: http://theconversation.com/myanmar-
debates-womens-rights-amid-evidence-of-pervasive-sexual-and-domestic-violence-104536/

17 Myanmar National Human Rights Commission Mandate 1(d), available at:
http://www.mnhrc.org.mm/en/about/mandate/
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19 See for example Statement by H.E. U Kyaw Tin, 57 th Session on the Commission on the Status of Women, as

18 Aung, S.Y., ‘Four MNHRC Members Resign over Tailor Shop Abuse Case’, The Irrawaddy, 6 October 2016.
cited in Gender Equality Network, Raising the Curtain, 2015, p 21.
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21 press Release, Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict, 7

20 Asian Development Bank, UNDP, UNFPA, United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment
December 2018, https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/press-release/joint-communique-signed-

of Women, Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement, Gender Equality and Women’s Rights in

Myanmar: A situation analysis, 2016.
between-the-united-nations-and-the-government-of-myanmar-to-prevent-and-respond-to-conflict-related-

sexual-violence-in-myanmar/

22 As above.
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24 Justice Base, Violence from Intersection: Women’s Access to Justice in the Plural Legal System in Myanmar,

Baseline Study, January 2018, available at: https://www.icj.org/myanmar-reverse-laws-and-practices-that-
2016, p 9.

23 |nternational Commission of Jurists, Achieving Justice for Gross Human Rights Violations in Myanmar:
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in relation to arrest under Section 35 of the Police Act (loitering) and Section 54 (arrest without warrant) of the

Code of Criminal Procedure. See UNAIDS, National HIV Legal Review Report, p 38.

>4 UNAIDS, National HIV Legal Review Report, p 36.

52 Interview with UNAIDS, 7 November 2019. See also UNFPA, Powerful Myths and Hidden Secrets, p 16. The
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report mentions a traditional practice among female survivors of rape to marry the perpetrator in order to
maintain the woman/girl’s dignity.
public nuisance (Section 268 of the Penal Code). Abuse of the laws by police is reported as common especially

53 Not only are sex workers at risk of arrest under the Prostitution Suppression Act 1949 but also may face
charges or threats of arrest for loitering after dark (Police Act and Rangoon Police Act) and less commonly for

31 Raising the Curtain, p 40.

50 As above, p 99.
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