
GOAL 4: Ensure Inclusive and Quality Education for All and Promote Lifelong 
Learning
Description
Obtaining a quality education is the foundation 
to improving people’s lives and sustainable 
development. Major progress has been made towards 
increasing access to education at all levels and 
increasing enrolment rates in schools particularly for 
women and girls. 

Basic literacy skills have improved tremendously, 
yet bolder efforts are needed to make even greater 
strides for achieving universal education goals. For 
example, the world has achieved equality in primary 
education between girls and boys, but few countries 
have achieved that target at all levels of education.

Facts and Figures
• Enrolment in primary education in developing

countries has reached 91 per cent but 57 million 
children remain out of school

• More than half of children that have not enrolled in 
school live in sub-Saharan Africa

• An estimated 50 per cent of out-of-school children 
of primary school age live in con! ict-affected areas

• 103 million youth worldwide lack basic literacy skills
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and more than 60 per cent of them are women
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