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1. Background 

 

Myanmar is at its historic crossroads, to become a peaceful and prosperous country through the reform 

process initiated by the new Government in 2011. However, Myanmar is prone to various natural 

hazards with high level of exposure and vulnerability. While small scale localized disaster occur 

annually, Cyclone Nargis (2008) highlighted the vulnerability of the communities and lack of 

preparedness measures. Myanmar is one of the 168 countries that endorsed the Hyogo Framework for 

Action (HFA) in 2005 aiming at “substantial reduction of disaster losses, in lives and in the social, 

economic and environmental assets of communities and countries” an ambitious task to achieve in ten 

years.  However, DRR in Myanmar gained recognition and momentum after Cyclone Nargis, and  post 

recovery and reconstruction evaluation reports highlights the missed opportunities of addressing DRR 

as part of recovery process and unmet needs to “Build Back Better”.   In June 2012, the Union of 

Myanmar renewed its commitment to Disaster Risk Reduction by launching Myanmar Action Plan for 

Disaster Risk Reduction (MAPDRR).  The MAPDRR calls for addressing Disaster Risk Reduction 

through a multi-hazard, multi-stakeholder approach at all levels. 

Myanmar is also a signatory of ASEAN Agreement on Disaster Management and Emergency Response 

(AADMER) which has entered into force on 24 December 2009. AADMER is also first legally-binding 

HFA-related instrument in the world, providing a regional comprehensive framework to strengthen 

preventive, monitoring and mitigation measures to reduce disaster losses while also strengthening 

cooperation, coordination, technical assistance, and resource mobilization in all aspects of disaster 

management.   

In January, 2013, the Government approved the Framework for Economic and Social Reform (FESR) 

which lays down policy priorities, focus area and quick wins for the government for the next three years 

(2012-2015) while identifying key parameters of the reform process that will allow Myanmar to become 

a modern, developed and democratic nation by 2030. In near future with market oriented economy, 

Myanmar will attract more investments and move towards rapid economic growth. However 

experiences from the region show that rapid economic growth can also lead to increase disaster risks as 

many times economic development or investments overlook disaster risks.Ongoing reform and 

decentralization process provides a window of opportunity to address disaster risk reduction as well as 

future climate change issues and guide towards resilient development.  

 

UN-Habitat through Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Relief and Resettlement Department  

(RRD) have been proactively providing thematic support to Government of Myanmar through its 

Myanmar Comprehensive Disaster Management Programme (MCDRRP). As part of the MCDRRP, 

UN-Habitat partnered with various agencies and the Disaster Risk Reduction Working Group (DRR 

WG) to work on mainstreaming on disaster risk reduction at National level. Building on the initiatives, 

it was jointly proposed to undertake activity to sensitize high level officials in 14 States / Region on 

importance of DRR as part of the ongoing decentralized planning process.  

 

The advocacy workshop was financial supported European Commission of Humanitarian Aid and Civil 

Protection Department and Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and in collaboration with Disaster 

Risk Reduction Working Group (DRR WG) and Myanmar Consortium for Community Resilience. 

 



  

 

2. Objectives 
 

Objective of the workshop is twofold: 

1. High level segment to sensitize State / Regional policy makers and key officials on  

 The need to orient development towards a sustainable and resilient development in the changing 

context; 

 Advocate and promote role of local government and communities in DRR; 

 Promote and strengthen partnership between Government and DRRWG and development 

partners in the States / Region  

2. Stakeholder discussion to identify local priorities for DRR in the changing context.  

 
 

3. Program: 

 

 Opening Session: The workshop was started with the opening speech by U HlaMaung Tin, Chief 

Minister of State Government Office, Rakhine State and followed by the remarks with U Chumhre, 

Director from Relief and Resettlement Department and JaiganeshMurugesan, DRR Specialist from 

UN-Habitat. Then, the opening session was concluded with the session (1) presentation on 

Development and Disasters: Redefining Development with the scope of looking at disaster risk 

reduction an essential element for sustainable and resilient development.Then, the opening session 

was concluded with the session (1) presentation on Development and Disasters: Redefining 

Development with the scope of looking at disaster risk reduction an essential element for sustainable 

and resilient development. 

 

 Workshop Session: The workshop was structured in four sessions a) Development and Disasters, 

Mainstreaming DRR into State Development Planning, b) Role of Local Governments and 

Community in Disaster Risk Reduction, c) Partnership for Disaster Risk Reduction Working Group 

in Myanmar and d) Local Priorities for DRR for States/Regions in the changing context. One of the 

key takeaway from the workshop is to identify the specific needs of states with specific focus on 

strengthening institutional and planning mechanisms towards resilient development, needs of 

capacity development for disaster risk reduction and engagement for disaster risk reduction. 

 

 Closing remark: The workshop was concluded with the closing remark byU Chumhre, Director 

from Relief and Resettlement Department by addressing about disaster risk reduction both in 

National and state level and by expressing gratitude for active participation of (72 participants) who 

joined the workshop. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



  

 

4. Recommendations (English and Myanmar) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Strengthen the coordination mechanism among State, District and Township Level organizations 

for DRR 

 Set up / strengthen communication mechanisms between State Level and Township Level.,  

including  Information Sharing Center on DRR  

 Mobilize adequate funding for implementation of projects by appeal to national Government 

funding through parliament and in addition allocate emergency funding for disaster risk reduction, 

departments relief items as part of stocks.  

 Regional Government to strictly enforce law especially managing dam /dyke protection  

 Constitute organization / association for use of Building Code for Safer Construction  

 Establish Database system on risk information and analyze the risk information (both Hazard and 

Vulnerability Assessment) for Disaster Risk Reduction. 

 Improve transparency and information sharing flow among inter- government departments, and 

local non- government organizations. 

 Engage and share the development of Disaster Preparedness Plan between State Level and 

Township Level departments. Plans to be made available (not to keep it at Township level)  

 Build adequate multi-hazard shelters (cyclones) and hill locks. Consider basic requirements for 

hillocks (infrastructure, water food and medicine) while planning for it.  

Location - Sittwe City  

Rakhine State 

Date  - 6th December 2013 

Participants - 72 

Local priorities for DRR has been grouped into three broad areas 
 

 How to strengthen institutional and planning mechanisms 
towards resilient development   

 What are the capacity development needs for disaster 
risk reduction  

 How to engage communities in disaster risk reduction 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
How to strengthen institutional and planning mechanisms towards 
resilient development? 



  

 

 Allocate adequate funding for evacuation roads, bridges, jetties and embankments  (8 feet height 

and 11 feet width)  

 Build purified drinking water tanks and non-salty water storage tanks, and saline water retaining 

structures and water gates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Include and promote local knowledge and expertise 

 Promote, support and provide the long life span- Paddy, crops, farming- equipment’s and fishing 

tools/ gears/equipment. 

 Organize regular DRR training programme for staffs once in 3 years 

 Promote use / habit of using radio among long communities and with messages in local language 

(as people don’t pay attention to Myanmar language) 

 Include the Disaster Risk Reduction in Mid School Curriculum and promote School Based DRR 

activities (not limited to lecture but also in activities).  

 Promote search and rescue with local materials and tools.  

 Organize regular  evacuation drill / simulation exercise while also engaging children 

 

 

 

 

 Promote awareness in local government on the need for engagement with involvement of local 

organizations and community vis- a- vis  local Government and CSO’s should actively engage and 

convince community to work in DRR 

 Engage 10HH and 100 HH leaders in DRR activities 

 Identify and promote local leaders to engage in DRR, recognize and pay tribute for those who have 

sacrifice for DRR work. 

 Engage disability person during consultation with local communities in the areas they can 

contribute 

 Promote women empowerment  and convenience communities to engage women in DRR 

 Promote DRR through course curriculum of school and convince parents and others to get engaged 

in DRR 

 To have a balance with their belief and local trust  

 Promote use of warning information through Radios 

 Encourage the community in order to have family preparedness plan. 

 Educate/awareness raising through short movie performed by famous actors. 

 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS What are the capacity development needs for disaster risk reduction? 

RECOMMENDATIONS How to engage communities in disaster risk reduction? 



  

 

Recommendation for RakhineHigh Level Advocacy Workshop In Myanmar version 
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5. Agenda 

 

 Facilitator 

9.00 - 9.30 Opening Session 

Opening Speech - U HlaMaung Tin 

  Chief Minister 

  Rakhine state Government Office 

 

Opening remark  - U Chumhre 

  Director 

  Relief and Resettlement Department 

 

Remark             - JaiganeshMurugesan 

      DRR Specialist 

      United Nations Human Settlements  

  Programme (Myanmar) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.30 – 9:55 Session 1: Development and Disasters: Redefining Development 

(25 Min) 

 

  Overview presentation on disaster risk reduction an essential 

element for sustainable and resilient development – (15 min) 

 Discussion ( 10 mins)  

Dr.Kyaw Thu 

Project Engineer 

UN-Habitat 

9:55 – 10: 10  Coffee Break  

10:10 – 

10:40 
 Disaster risk reduction Initiatives in Myanmar and salient 

features of Disaster Management Law ( 20 min) 

 Discussion ( 10 mins)  

U Chumhre 

Director 

   Relief and 

Resettlement 

Department 

10.40 – 

11:50 

Session 2: Mainstreaming DRR into State Development 

Planning (70 Min)  

 

 Multi-Hazard Risk Assessment Report for Rakhine State ( 20 Mins)  

   Discussion ( 10 Mins) 

 

 

 

 Entry points for mainstreaming DRR into State development 

Planning (15Min) 

 

 

 Importance of Building Codes for a resilient development – ( 

15Min) 

 Discussion- (10 min)  

U Sai Phong Kham  

DRR Specialist 

UNDP 

 

 

Daw Ni Ni Win  

Program Officer 

UN-Habitat 

 

Dr.Kyaw Thu 

Project Engineer 

UN-Habitat 

11.50 – 12.00 Session 3: Partnership for DRR in Myanmar (10Mins) 

 

 

  Disaster Risk Reduction Working Group- (10 Mins) Daw Ni Ni Win  

Program Officer 

UN-Habitat 

 

12.00 – 12.30 Session 4: Role of Local Governments and Community in 

Disaster Risk Reduction: (30 Min) 

 

  Engaging communities in Disaster risk reduction (10 Mins)  

 Experiences+ Short Video (15Mins) 

Daw Pan ThandarHtun 

Field Coordination 

Officer 



  

 

UNOCHA 

12.30 – 13.30 Lunch Break  

13.30 –13.50 Disaster Risk Reduction initiatives in Rakhine State U MyintSoe,  

Deputy Director 

Rakhine State 

Relief and Resettlement 

Department 

13.50 –14.50 Session 5: Local Priorities for DRR for States / Regions in the 

changing context (60 Min)  

 

 Group Discussion and Recommendations on following  

 How to strengthen institutional and planning mechanisms 

towards resilient development   

 What are the capacity development needs for disaster risk 

reduction  

 How to engage communities in disaster risk reduction 

Group Discussion 

14.50 – 15.10 Tea Break   

15.10 – 16.10 Presentation of group discussion   

16.10 – 16.30 Wrap up and Closing Remarks U Chumhre 

Director 

   Relief and 

Resettlement 

Department 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  

 

6. Participants List 

 

Sn Name Department Position Phone/Email 

1 U Min Thu Lin   District Staff Officer 09-250242055 

2 U Kyaw Lin Oo  Deputy Staff Officer, 

MyaukOo 

09-428313682 

3 U Zaw Moe Naing  Deputy Staff Officer 09-49675484 

4 U SoeLwin  District Staff Officer 09-49826766 

5 U SeinHlaMaung  Deputy Staff 

Officer,Kyauk Taw 

09-49669027 

6 Daw San Yin Tint Compass Community 

Development 

Trainer 09-425295306 

7 Daw Aye 

TheinKhaing 

MRCS Deputy  Operator 

Commanding 

09-421750295 

8 U MyaAungKyi Information And Public 

Relation Department 

Township Staff Officer 09-36124604 

9 U That NaingOo MWD, Newspaper Reporter  

10 U Aye Soe   09-5810648 

11 DawKhinPyone Head Of Audit Department, 

Rakhaine State 

Director  

12 U Shwe Baw    

13 U KyawKyaw MWD, Newspaper Reporter  

14 Daw Nu Nu Aye  ACF Assistant Manager  

15 U AungMyat Moe General Administration 

Department 

Deputy General 

Administrator 

 

16 U Than Shwe Immigration Staff Officer  

17 U Da Wa Telecommunication State Manager  

18 Dr.MyintNaing Animal Husbandry And 

Treatment Department 

State Officer  

19 U Saw Thaw Tu Too Public Work   

20 U SoeMyint Fishery, Livestock And Rural 

Development 

State Staff Officer  

21 U TunWai State Head Of Staff Officer  09-49640978 

22 DawKhinThuzarWai UNDP  Prop. Association  

23 U KhinMaungOo State Forest Department  Assistant Director  

24 U Moe Z TalarKyonn UNDP  09-442000267 

25 U Phoe Min State Parliament  Representative Of 

Parliament 

09-421737233 

26 Daw Moe Thandar MRCS Private 09-36057424 

27 U KhinNyinOo MRCS  09-5175155 

28 U Tin Aung State Parliament Representative Of 

Parliament 

09-49664185 

29 U HtetTunAung State Parliament Representative Of 

Parliament 

09-421746122 

30 Daw Than Sein State Parliament Head Of Law Committee 09-421725864 

31 U San ShweHtoo Fire Service Department  State Head Of Fire Officer 09-49679237 

32 U PyaePhyoKyaw KaNya Na  Head Of Staff Officer 09-421722444 

33 U Kyi Min Tun District General 

Administration Department, 

Sittwe 

Staff Officer 09-421710172 



  

 

34 U Kyaw Lint Un Transport Planning 

Department  

Deputy State Head Of 

Staff Officer 

09-41000453 

35 U San ShweAung   09-421711666 

36 U KhinMaung Win Agriculture Department  Director 09-8502745 

37 DawKhinDacy Wan Maternal And Child Welfare 

Association, Sittwe 

Head Of Association  

38 DawKhinThuzarShwe Maternal And Child Welfare 

Association,  Sittwe 

Member  

39 DawHlaHla Win Myanmar Women 

Association, Sittwe 

Member  

40 DawKhin Nu NuHtay Myanmar Women 

Association, Sittwe 

Member  

41 DawThandarHtay Myanmar Women 

Association 

Member  

42 DawKyiKyi Haling GOLD, Myanmar President  

43 DawNue Lay  CBDRR Officer  

44 U NyiNyiTun GAD Township Deputy Staff 

Officer 

09-450543561 

45 SaiPhoyKmm UNDP DRR Specialist 09-5084598 

46 Pan ThandaHtun UNOCHA Field Coordinator Officer 09-425327442 

47 U MaungTheinPhay RCA Chairman 09-73132658,09-

259030931 

48 U Soe Min Social Welfare State Head Of Officer 09-49641869 

49 U Hla Win Tun Weather Forecasting And 

Hydrology 

State Head Of Officer 09-36124071 

50 U Kyaut Thee State Planning Department Deputy Director 09-421715658 

51 U OnnZaw  Assistant General 

Manager 

09-36057431 

52 Brain Heidel  USADI 60898163039 

53 U Than Soe Irrigation Department Assistant Director 09-8503054 

54 U San Mya    

55 U AungKyawZaw State Community 

Development Association 

Staff Officer 09-421710391 

56 U Chum GaYae Relief And Resettlement 

Department 

Director 09-43120865 

57 DawKhinThidar Win UNDP Coordinator  

58 U Onn Haling CDA PO 09-421745487 

59 U AungMyaKyaw State Parliament, Rakhaing Representative Of 

Parliament 

09-5680479 

60 U MaungAungSein State Parliament, Rakhaing Representative Of 

Parliament 

09-8500674 

61 U Maung Lone State Parliament, Rakhaing Representative Of 

Parliament 

09-421711256 

62 U KanAung New Road Foundation Head Of Foundation 09-5041459 

63 U Min TheinAung RFA, Burmese Reporter 09-421714481 

64 U Min Hein Htet AYO PM 09-43190652 

65 U San Hla MPSWA Vice Chair 09-730480737 

66 U AungNaing State Development Head Of Engineer 09-49653822 

67 U MyintThein GAD, Maunn Taw Township Deputy Staff 

Officer 

09-400461187 

68 U Hein Min Thant District GAD Staff Officer(Maunn Taw) 09-421732715 

69 U TunTharHla  Township Deputy Staff 

Officer 

09-8530289 



  

 

70 U Soe Win Naing  Township Deputy Staff 

Officer 

09-49758262 

71 U Tun Sam Sit   09-250243709 

72 U MaungTun Win State Educational Department Assistant Director 09-421714884 

 


