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1. Background

Myanmar is at its historic crossroads, to become a peaceful and prosperous country through the reform
process initiated by the new Government in 2011. However, Myanmar is prone to various natural
hazards with high level of exposure and vulnerability. While small scale localized disaster occur
annually, Cyclone Nargis (2008) highlighted the wvulnerability of the communities and lack of
preparedness measures. Myanmar is one of the 168 countries that endorsed the Hyogo Framework for
Action (HFA) in 2005 aiming at “substantial reduction of disaster losses, in lives and in the social,
economic and environmental assets of communities and countries” an ambitious task to achieve in ten
years. However, DRR in Myanmar gained recognition and momentum after Cyclone Nargis, and post
recovery and reconstruction evaluation reports highlights the missed opportunities of addressing DRR
as part of recovery process and unmet needs to “Build Back Better”. In June 2012, the Union of
Myanmar renewed its commitment to Disaster Risk Reduction by launching Myanmar Action Plan for
Disaster Risk Reduction (MAPDRR). The MAPDRR calls for addressing Disaster Risk Reduction
through a multi-hazard, multi-stakeholder approach at all levels.

Myanmar is also a signatory of ASEAN Agreement on Disaster Management and Emergency Response
(AADMER) which has entered into force on 24 December 2009. AADMER is also first legally-binding
HFA-related instrument in the world, providing a regional comprehensive framework to strengthen
preventive, monitoring and mitigation measures to reduce disaster losses while also strengthening
cooperation, coordination, technical assistance, and resource mobilization in all aspects of disaster
management.

In January, 2013, the Government approved the Framework for Economic and Social Reform (FESR)
which lays down policy priorities, focus area and quick wins for the government for the next three years
(2012-2015) while identifying key parameters of the reform process that will allow Myanmar to become
a modern, developed and democratic nation by 2030. In near future with market oriented economy,
Myanmar will attract more investments and move towards rapid economic growth. However
experiences from the region show that rapid economic growth can also lead to increase disaster risks as
many times economic development or investments overlook disaster risks.Ongoing reform and
decentralization process provides a window of opportunity to address disaster risk reduction as well as
future climate change issues and guide towards resilient development.

UN-Habitat through Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Relief and Resettlement Department
(RRD) have been proactively providing thematic support to Government of Myanmar through its
Myanmar Comprehensive Disaster Management Programme (MCDRRP). As part of the MCDRRP,
UN-Habitat partnered with various agencies and the Disaster Risk Reduction Working Group (DRR
WG) to work on mainstreaming on disaster risk reduction at National level. Building on the initiatives,
it was jointly proposed to undertake activity to sensitize high level officials in 14 States / Region on
importance of DRR as part of the ongoing decentralized planning process.

The advocacy workshop was financial supported European Commission of Humanitarian Aid and Civil
Protection Department and Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and in collaboration with Disaster
Risk Reduction Working Group (DRR WG) and Myanmar Consortium for Community Resilience.



2. Objectives
Objective of the workshop is twofold:

1. High level segment to sensitize State / Regional policy makers and key officials on

e The need to orient development towards a sustainable and resilient development in the changing
context;

e Advocate and promote role of local government and communities in DRR;

e Promote and strengthen partnership between Government and DRRWG and development
partners in the States / Region

2. Stakeholder discussion to identify local priorities for DRR in the changing context.

3. Program:

Opening Session : The workshop was started with the opening speech by Dr.KhinMaungTun (Minister)
Ministry of Planning and Economic Development and followed by the remarks with BijayKarmacharya
(Head of Agency)from UN-Habitat. Then, the opening session was concluded with the session (1)
presentation on Development and Disasters: Redefining Development with the scope of looking at
disaster risk reduction an essential element for sustainable and resilient development.

e Workshop Session: The workshop was structured in four sessions a) Development and Disasters,
Mainstreaming DRR into State Development Planning, b) Role of Local Governments and
Community in Disaster Risk Reduction, c) Partnership for Disaster Risk Reduction Working Group
in Myanmar and d) Local Priorities for DRR for States / Regions in the changing context. One of the
key take away from the workshop is to identify the specific needs of states with specific focus on
strengthening institutional and planning mechanisms towards resilient development , needs of
capacity development for disaster risk reduction and engagement for disaster risk reduction.

e Closing remark : The workshop was concluded with the closing remark by U Kyi Thar, State
officer, Relief and Resettlement Department, Kachin State by addressing about disaster risk
reduction both in National and state level and by expressing gratitude for active participation of ( 60
participants ) who joined the workshop.



4. Recommendations (English and Myanmar)

Location - Myitkyina City
Kachin State
Date 5 20" May 2013

Participants - 60

Local priorities for DRR has been grouped into three broad areas

e How to strengthen institutional and planning mechanisms
towards resilient development

e What are the capacity development needs for disaster
risk reduction

e How to engage communities in disaster risk reduction

How to strengthen institutional and planning mechanisms towards

RECOMMENDATIONS oy
resilient development?

e Need technical assistance and support for integrating DRR into development work planning and
implementation

e Undertake earthquake risk assessment for better understanding of earthquake risk in the State

e |dentify flash flood prone areas and undertake risk assessment for flash floods in the State

e Undertake multi-sector and comprehensive assessment to strengthen multi-sector coordination

e Strengthen mechanism for implementation of Myanmar National Building Code

e Integrate DRR into transportation system and planning due to the complex topographic features of
Kachin state. Advocate and raise awareness among stakeholders on existing policy frameworks for
DRR

e Integrate DRR into regional development planning with consideration of migrant / IDPs.

e Strengthen partnership with NGOs, UN to support implement development plan



[ RECOMMENDATIONS J [ What are the capacity development needs for disaster risk reduction? ]

e Develop capacity development plan for each region in the State.

e Conduct Disaster Risk Reduction training at State, District, Township and Village level with support
from RRD.

e Seek support of experts for capacity building for DRR

e Strengthen collaboration between authorities and NGOs, INGOs and UN

e Include DRR session in school curriculum (training schools, basic education school, college and
university)

e Organize regular drill and simulation exercise on the potential hazards in the state

[ RECOMMENDATIONS J [ How to engage communities in disaster risk reduction? ]

e Promote community participation by making them understanding their responsibility in DRR
through development of film, pamphlet and videos

e Develop IEC materials in native languages to provide better information and widely disseminate
through billboard and other means

e Promote awareness raising and community participation through religious leaders and village
elders

e Promote CBDRR trainings in order to strengthen community participation

e Engage community during drills and simulation exercise

e Develop plans focused on the community needs through their participation

e Develop the early warning system with participation of communities so as to improve the
preparedness process.
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5. Agenda

Location: Myitkyina, Kachin State (Palm Spring Hotel)

HIGH LEVEL ADVOCACY WORKSHOP ON DISASTER RISK REDUCTION

Date: 20" May, 2013

Draft Agenda: For Discussion Facilitator
9.00-9.30 Opening Session

Opening Remark

Dr.KhinMaungTun ( Minister )

Ministry of Planning and Economic Development

Opening Speech

BijayKarmacharya (Head of Agency)

United Nations Human Settlements Programme-

Myanmar

9.30-10.30 Session 1: Development and Disasters: Redefining

Development (60 Min)

e Overview presentation on disaster risk reduction an DawLlatLat Aye
essential element for sustainable and resilient (Program Analyst-
development — (15 min) UNDP)

e Disaster risk reduction Initiatives in Myanmar and | DawPhyu Lai LaiTun
salient features of Disaster Management Law ( 30 (Deputy Director)
min) Relief and

e Discussion- (15 min) Resettlement

Department
10.30 -10.45 Coffee Break
10.45 -11.30 Mainstreaming DRR into State / Regional Development

Planning (45 Min)

e Entry points for mainstreaming DRR into State / U Kyaw Thu
Regional Planning and Importance of Building Codes | ( Project Engineer)
for a resilient development — ( 30 Min) UN-Habitat

e Discussion- (15 min)

11.30-12.00 Session 3: Role of Local Governments and Community in

Disaster Risk Reduction: (30 Min)

e Engaging communities in Disaster risk reduction — U John Aung
Experiences+ Short Video (15Min) Program Coordinator

e Discussion- (15min) ACTED

12.00-12.30 Session 4: Partnership for DRR in Myanmar (30 Min)

e Disaster Risk Reduction Working Group- (15 Min) DawLatLat Aye

e Discussion- (15 Min) (Program analyst-

UNDP)
12.30-13.30 Lunch Break
13.30-14.30 Session 5: Local Priorities for DRR for States / Regions in

the changing context (60 Min)

Group Discussion and Recommendations on following

Group Discussion




e Strengthening institutional and planning mechanisms
towards risk sensitive and resilient development

e Capacity development needs for disaster risk
reduction

e Engaging communities in disaster risk reduction

14.30-14.45 Tea Break

14.45 - 15.45 Presentation of group discussion
15.45-16.00 Group Discussion Summary
16.00 - 16.15 Wrap up and Closing Remarks




6. Participant List

Sn | Name Department Position Phone/Email
1 | U Kyaw Myint Aung MOAI Director 07422355/ 09-2400718
2 | U Kan Htoo GAD Assistant Director Kmaung58@gmail.com
3 | UMya Thein Maung | GAD Deputy Administrator
4 | U Aung Kyaw Tun Communication Staff Officer 09400058774
5 | Daw Kyi Kyi Hnaung Communication Deputy Staff Officer 09400021552
6 | UMyo Win Soe GAD Deputy Staff Officer 09400057191
7 | UKhin Soe MOC Township Engineer 096802569
8 | U Ohn Thwin Dev. Committee Director 092401899
9 | U Than Soe Oo Timber Product Deputy Manager 095012749

Enterprise

10 | U Min Aye Lwin GAD District Administrator 095333484

11 | U San Win Land Record Deputy Director 092402122
Department

12 | U Than Nwe Planning Staff Officer 0947011655
13 | U HlaTaung Planning Deputy Staff Officer 0947032235
14 | U Shwe Tun GAD Deputy Township 09402668635

Administrator
15 | Daw Win Ohnmar RRD Deputy Director 095055781
16 | Dr. Kyi Lwin Ministry of Health State Administrator 09425372290
17 | Dr. Khin Aung Live Stock Breeding | Director 0943022487
and Veterinary
Department

18 | U Than Htay Department of State Administrator 09444035242
Forestry

19 | Daw Khun Phan RRD State Administrator 0949227131
20 | UKo Lay Development Chief Engineer 092201194

Committee

21 | Dr. Aung Shin Ministry of Health Assistant Medical Officer | 09440003637
22 | U Thein Zaw Oo GAD Deputy Administrator 0973167627
23 | U Khaing Tun Zaw GAD Deputy Administrator 09400013955
24 | UKo Ko Timber Product Assistant General 095650188

Enterprise Manager

25 | U Tular GAD Staff Officer 098400170
26 | U Myint Htay RRD Officer 09400027968
27 | U Pyae Phyo Aung Fire Service Officer 07454191

Department

28 | U Nyunt Lin GAD Deputy Administrator
29 | Ye Myint Than RRD Deputy Director 09401616211
30 | U Sein Win Communication Photographer 07420682
31 | U Soe Soe Thet GAD Deputy Administrator 095403233
32 | UZaw Min Thein Ministry of Assistant Director 092401905

Agriculture and
Irrigation
33 | U Soe Aung Trade Promotion Deputy Director 07422759




34 | U Aung Myint Swe Fire Service Deputy Director 09440004322
Department
35 | U Chit Swe Ministry of Director 092400726
Education
36 | U Ngwe Sai Police Department Staff Officer 09402550274
37 | U Hla Kyi Electricity Assistant Engineer 096400981
38 | U Aung Phyo Myat Communication Officer 092406122
39 | Daw Lat Lat Aye UNDP Program Analyst
40 | U Hein Min Hteik GAD Administrator 09400057119
41 | U San Kung RRD Staff Officer 0947024142
42 | U Yaw Nar Parliamentary Parliamentary Member 09480026407
Member
43 | U Zel Daung Private Business Director 0973167472
(Myanmar Golden
Tiger)
44 | U Aung Kyaw Oo Marine Manager 09400029617
45 | U Sein Win DMH Deputy Director 22346
46 | U Gae Nes MRCS Staff Officer 0949155925
47 | Dr. Chaw Su Su UNOCHA FCO 0973214288
Khaine
48 | Daw Khaine Mon RRD Staff Officer 0973213998
Mon Ei
49 | Daw San San Win RRD Officer 09420736818
50 | U Aung win Timber Product Manager 0949228665
Enterprise
51 | U Chit Ko Ko Planning Deputy Director 0949315455
52 | U Shan Than Khin Parliamentary Parliamentary Member 0947030449
Member
53 | U Kyi Soe Thu Oxfam HPO 0973051571
54 | Mr. Bijay UN-Habitat Country Representative
Karmacharya
55 | Jaiganesh Murugeson | UN-Habitat DRR Specialist
56 | Saral Woodcock DIPECHO Action Aid
CONSORTIUM
57 | Dr. Kyaw Thu UN-Habitat Project Engineer
58 | UJohn Aung Program Acted
Coordinator
59 | Daw Ni Ni Win UN-Habitat Program Officer
60 | Min Zaw UN-Habitat Program Associate




