Water, Sanitation and Protection
This tool aims to promote the integration of protection into water and sanitation (WATSAN) activities.
Save the Children defines child protection as systems and structures put in place to prevent and respond to abuse, neglect, exploitation and violence affecting children.  For a full explanation of child protection see “Save the Children and Child Protection” 2007 
General

· Ensure equal representation of women and men in WATSAN committees.

· Develop a profile of at-risk populations, with data disaggregated by gender and age, while conducting water and sanitation assessments or collecting monitoring and evaluation data.

· Conduct spot checks throughout the camps to determine whether individuals and families have adequate access to water and sanitation services.
· Seek to ensure availability of water and good sanitation practices; diarrhea is one of the single most common and most serious threats to the lives of young children. Proper environmental health interventions have the greatest impact on reducing diarrhea morbidity.

· If water resources are limited, the most vulnerable should always have priority in receiving their share. For the non-vulnerable, a fair and equal distribution of water must be ensured. 

· It is important to be alert to possible competition for water resources between host communities and camp residents. Competition and improper use or different practices with regard to the water source may lead to tension / conflict. 

· Promote among staff the attitude that all sectors within Save the Children are cross-cut by protection and that all our work is ultimately to achieve the common goal of making positive lasting changes in the lives of children.
· Conduct separate hygiene training sessions tailored to specific and different needs of men, women and children at the community level. 

· Is there any contingency budget allocation for follow up of any child protection cases identified during implementation of the programme? 
Women and Children’s centers
· Ensure women and children are involved in locating safe sites for latrines and water sources. 

· Ensure the design of latrines has separate facilities for children and adults, women and men, in separate locations.  Women and children can be vulnerable to abuse if the site of toilets is not safe and easily accessible at day and night.  (E.g. consult women and children on the colour of plastic sheeting, if bright colour it may attract attention, ask women and children if lighting would assist them in going to the toilet at night, etc)

· Provide latrines and clean drinkable water to all centers for women or children established by Save the Children.
· Conduct regular awareness raising campaigns on hygiene promotion in centers in cooperation with Protection staff. For example, a hygiene promotion campaign before the start of the rainy season.

· Explore the possibility of ‘peer educators’ with Protection staff. Children can help keep water clean and they can also help pass the message about clean, safe water and adequate sanitary habits on to other children and to their own families.

· Liaise with Protection team to explore the possibility of each activity centre having a volunteer / casual staff member to clean latrines and bring drinking water to the centre. 
· Clearly label separate latrines for boys and girls in schools. 
· Encourage teachers and school management committees to raise funds for the maintenance and up-keep of school latrines. 
Water points
· Place wells and water points in locations that are identified as ‘safe’ by women and children, and which reduce long walks, lengthy lineups, and other burdens or risks for women and children.
· Promote clean water collection and storage containers with narrow neck openings. Water contamination tends to occur between collection and consumption. Educate people at water points about the importance of keeping containers clean and how to keep them clean. Provide soap / disinfectant for this purpose.
· Children can be tempted to play with water taps, but this can cause water to form puddles on the ground which encourages mosquitoes, which in turn can increase levels of malaria. Consider positioning community volunteers at the water gathering point who can monitor proper use. Children are often tasked with water collection so they cannot be ‘banned’ from the area but instead need to be shown how to use the taps properly. 
· Children can be tempted to play on high ladders connected to large water tanks, but they can fall off and be hurt. Consider placing a fence / gate / guard or danger signs around these high water tanks.
· Avoid selecting children as the responsible caretakers for school latrines and water points. 
· Ensure you keep water points and surrounding areas clean, raise awareness among community of need for high level of cleanliness. 
Sanitation
· Prioritise the views of children when selecting sites for school latrines and water points. 

· Encourage caretakers to properly dispose of children’s excreta (empty a child’s potty in latrine, clean up exposed waste in family compounds, etc.).  There is a common myth that the feces of children are not as infectious as that of adult’s; actually the converse is true. 
· Ensure soap for personal and clothes washing is included and prioritized in non-food distributions.
· Consider the safety of small children during construction and use of pit latrines. Children may also hurt themselves if allowed to play near deep trenches dug by wat/san teams.
· For some children, it may be the first time they have seen such a style of latrine, having not used these in their villages, so they need some education on how to use them hygienically.
· Ensure that all sites of Save the Children activities are clean from rubbish, which is disposed of properly, otherwise children may play with dangerous objects (such as broken glass) and hurt themselves.
This document draws on the NRC camp management handbook
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