
Minutes of South East (SE) Data Network Group Meeting
29 January 2015 
Chair Person: Ms. Shon Campbell, MIMU Manager.

Participants’ Organizations: 
UNHCR, PACT, WFP, UNOCHA, PU-AMI, ILO, IOM, The Asia Foundation, UNICEF, NPA, MDRI, IRC, MIMU
Venue: MIMU Office
	
	Issues discussed

	1. 
	Introduction

· This is the first meeting of this new group focusing on IM and the South East, aiming to define its ToR, a suggested work plan and targets for 2015, and to outline the priority humanitarian and development sectors that will be the initial focus.
· It was agreed that the SE of Myanmar refers to the “wider SE” – namely Bago East, Shan East, Shan South, Kayah, Kayin, Mon and Tanintharyi). 

	2. 
	SE Data Network TOR : 
· Shon Campbell / MIMU presented the draft ToR for the proposed Network that had been circulated in advance of the meeting. It was agreed that Network will be titled the “SE Data Network” to clarify its focus for others, with meetings conducted every 2-3 months and task-group activities continuing between and reporting to the wider SE Data Network.
· The Network / working groups are technical and thus target those with an understanding of or contribution to the implementation of IM at some level.

· The group noted that several agencies not present in the meeting could usefully contribute: UNODC, UNOPS, Save the Children, border-based agencies, donor agencies (SDC, JICA), International Growth Centre, other academic groups which may be relevant, and Border-based organizations. UNODC and TBC had been invited with apologies received from TBC.  
· It was agreed that any last comments on the ToR would be sent within a week of the meeting and the ToR updated on this basis.

	3. 
	Priority datasets : 
· The SE Data Network will seek to catalogue available data for priority datasets - i.e. what data is held by whom (and at what level of disaggregation, source), indicators and geographical areas covered, method of collection, and whether it is available for dissemination/wider use.  As per the discussion in the Thematic meeting on Data and the SE, this could be taken forward for a defined sector or a defined geographical area (State/TS). 
· Those interested in developing the tool to capture this information will meet in MIMU on Wednesday 18th at 2pm. Perhaps IMSMA software would be useful for this purpose.
· It was recognised that some of these datasets would be sensitive (nutrition info, location of services in some areas….) and so confidential - the expectation is that such data is unlikely to be available for inclusion in this tool (so marked as not available etc). This also reinforces the need to approach gathering of info on datasets with diplomacy.
· The suggested priority datasets to be catalogued: 
1) physical data: village mapping, , border crossing points for people, trade and closed points, waterways, 

2) hazard data: risk/disaster prone areas

3) demographic data: population information based on Census data (available in May), IDPs, information on out/in migration, areas of origin of refugees
4) infrastructure: transportation and electricity connections, media mapping, communications (mobile network coverage)
5) administration: structures in place, male/female administrators 

6) services: health and education infrastructure mapping, services provided, staff, indication of coverage or reach (eg for education, school mapping, no. of students, teachers by education level and school type, whether data is available on achievement.. 

7) WASH: watersheds, studies which are available (this to be integrated in the MIMU assessment registry)

8) Food security: nutrition information, consumption score (FSIN as a source)

9) Development assistance: level of budget contributed to education and health sector by township and area, agencies activities (MIMU 3W), donor spending in the area (who, how much – through MOHINGA),
10) Local governance information (UNDP)

11) Economic analysis: poverty data, labour (ILO Labour survey), available financial services, access to credit and savings (Proximity)
12) Security and protection: areas affected by landmines, UXOs; check points, border crossings used for different purposes, ceasefire liaison offices, areas of control, info on areas affected by particular protection issues (trafficking etc)
13) Land and natural resources: Land ownership, status of land reform in SE, natural resources, extractives
14) Justice sector: 

15) Assessments: previous and planned assessments (MIMU Assessment registry)
· It will be important to be consistent and transparent in communicating about this initiative. Need simple outline of what is being sought, why and how it will be used to communicate with those who have the information (i.e. aiming to get an overview of the information which is available on different areas of the SE to help plan future interventions and clarify which data gaps need to be filled. also explaining the possibilities to include restricted information for limited dissemination, and more public information which can be shared through the MIMU website.)
· The catalogue structure will be developed through the SE Data Network, and information gathered by its members. MIMU will maintain the all SE data and classify what data can be made public or not with data owner, disseminating what can be public through the MIMU website. Initially this can be done on a closed page accessible only to the SE Data Network members. 


	4. 
	Relevant updates information from agencies: 
· UNDP will release the Local Governance survey results for Myanmar in the coming months, including a country wide report. They are also interested to make the data more widely available (it is largely qualitative).
· ILO has started the Labour Force Survey with the Ministry of Labour, Employment and Social Security.

· WFP’s food security study has been conducted in the Dry zone, Bago, Yangon, Ayeyarwady, Shan, Kachin, Chin and Sagaing. This will be extended to the SE region (Mon, Kayin, Kayah and Tanintharyi) and Rakhine upon funds confirmation.  These studies gather information at household level, including food security indicators (Food Consumption Score, Households Diet Diversity Score, Hunger Scale, etc.), livelihoods information, agriculture details, sources and level of income, expenditures , coping strategies, access to market, water and sanitation information, school information and GER. WFP is working on the first reports and regularly shares the dataset to partners.

· MIMU has launched 3W and Assessment Dashboard tools which show the township level spread of agencies’ activities and reported assessments respectively.  Agencies are requested to share information on assessments which are planned. ongoing or completed  through the Assessment tool.  



	5. 
	Next Step: 
· MIMU will finalize the ToR for the South East Data Network based on the discussion in this meeting 
· MIMU to prepare the priority dataset list (in these minutes)

· Discussion will take place on the development of the prototype tool for the data catalogue 18 February 2:00pm.
· Agencies to share their assessments with MIMU to update the Assessment Registry
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