Minutes of IM Network Meeting: 7th September, 2016
Chair Person: Shon Campbell, MIMU Manager.

Participants’ Organizations: UNICEF, UNHCR, ILO, Phandeeyar, UNFPA, WFP, MIMU
	
	Issues discussed
	Next steps

	1. 
	Presentation on Labour Force Survey (ILO)

This project has been launched in 2013 to update and add to the last survey done in 1990 (this survey had no data on child labour/youth employment). The Myanmar Labour Force, Child labour and School-to-work Transition survey has been conducted by Ministry of Labour, Employment and Social Security and the Central Statistical Organization with the financial and technical support of the International Labour Organization. The survey was conducted from 1st January to 31st March 2015 and the initial results (Executive Summary) released on 29th August, 2016 – this is now available on the ILO website). The full reports will available soon including the full report on labour force, full report on child labour and full report on school to work transition. 

In terms of process, there were consultations on the survey questionnaire followed by a pilot before the survey was launched. The survey includes information on household composition, child labour force characteristics, employment, unemployment and labour underutilization. The survey covered 23,425 households throughout the country in 1,468 enumeration areas as drawn from the sampling frame of the 2014 Myanmar Population and Housing Census. Survey coverage in Chin, Kachin, Shan and Kayin was less than planned but these areas are still covered.  

In terms of results, the unemployment rate in the Labour Force survey (0.8%) differs from the census result (4%) due to use of a different question across these two questionnaires; the labour force survey definition includes those who are not working, are available and seeking work. The Labour force participation rate was found to be 64.7 per cent with a large difference between males (80%) and females (52%). 46% are own-account workers. The labour underutilisation was significant at 6.9% and still higher for women. The average minimum daily wage was Ks 3600. Only a third of those employed have a labour contract and there is very low membership of workers’ organisations.  Internal migration for work was highest in Yangon, Kayin and Kayah with people moving from rural areas.
The school-to-work transition section of the survey found around 30% of young people who had not yet started to transit to the workforce (still in school, not in training or with no intention to work), 21% in transition (generally those with much higher or much lower education levels), and 50% who had transited to fixed term employment or employment with which the were satisfied.  The number of working hours was high (average 51 hours per week).
The child work section also measured child labour – there is no definition in Myanmar for this but for the survey it followed international definitions with child labour defined as being deprived of child dignity and potential. 10% of children were found to be working (1.27 million children), with 88% of working children involved in child labour (1.1 million or 5% of the child population of the country) based on working hours, working conditions, and work in hazardous environments such as around chemicals.  There were clear correlations between children working and not attending school, lower school attendance in rural compared to urban areas, and – after age 11, a visible decline in participation in schooling and a clear increase in child labour. The report also includes sectors of work and comparison with other ASEAN countries.
	

	2. 
	Following on last meeting minutes:

· OCHA to further clarify with RRD on demonstration tool.

· MIMU is still waiting for RRD comment on the EOC IM capacity review.

· MIMU is still waiting for agreement from MoE to share the school location dataset (being followed up through UNESCO).
	

	3. 
	Cluster/ Sector/ agency updates
ICT4D WG:

· The ICT4D Working Group had a discussion on the version of Unicode and Zawgyi. Zawgyi code includes breaks that prevents it from being widely used for search, translation and for some language scripts in Myanmar – hence the need to move to Unicode countrywide. The Ministry of Education has agreed to change all fonts to Unicode that has to be happened in April, 2017. This is already being rolled out across government departments.
Phandeeyar

· Phandeeyar recently launched the Open Data Initiative, sharing the data portal with journalists and social organizations and is currently incorporating their feedback.

Protection, CCCM, Shelter sectors/UNHCR

   Protection Incident Monitoring system (PIMS) – Q2 overviews of Sittwe, Kachin and Northern Shan have been circulated to partners and donors.

   The round 5 of camp profiling exercise for Kachin and Northern Shan was conducted from April to June 2016, which covered a total of 128 IDP camps. Results were presented in Myitkyina to the partners, UN agencies and the Government (RRD and GAD). Much of the data has been shared as well as made publicly available through the shelter cluster website and MIMU website. A comparative analysis related to protection questions has been done of the results from the recent Camp Profiling exercise and Protection 4W. 

   UNHCR has initiated a discussion to have one countrywide Protection Monitoring System. The questionnaire has been drafted in this regard however not yet finalized.

WFP

· Since 2012, WFP established of a Food Security and Market Price Information System (FSMPIS) in Myanmar. Since then FSMPIS covered 14,758 households in 110 rural townships in 12 regions. Data collection happens twice per year before (June) and after (January) the monsoon season. The last wave of data collection happened last June and covered n 56 townships. WFP also monitor monthly market prices in 46 townships. 

· On October 5th  2016, WFP will present the main findings from the Food Security and Poverty Surveys, 4 waves of surveys conducted between 2013 and 2015 that covered 278 rural township in Myanmar.  

UNICEF

· An evaluation of the Child Protection Programme case management was started in March, 2016. This has been implemented in 27 TS with the DSW, generating a child protection database and incident reports. The draft report will be released in October and the final report presented in December in Nay Pyi Taw and Yangon.
MIMU

· 3W data and dashboards are being finalised for release this month. 210 organizations provided detailed information on their activities countrywide in 22 sectors and 158 sub sectors..
· Assessment Tracking - 358 assessments have been reported to this tool so far. The Assessment Tracking is a 3W of  assessments, surveys, and reports that are planned, ongoing or completed. The dashboard displays who has done which survey, in which particular townships or states. The Assessment tracking database also includes information on the survey methodology, availability of the questionnaires, data, reports etc.   
· MIMU together with Peace Support Fund is finalising a situation analysis on southeastern Myanmar, covering Shan (East), Shan (South), Mon, Kayin, Kayah, Tanintharyi, and Bago (East). This situation analysis draws on available documentation and some key respondent interviews to provide a multi-sector analysis, drawing out lessons learned, emerging areas and data gaps.  The report also seeks to avoid describing the area as “the South East” since it is not a designated area.
· Online Photo archive – the plan for an Online Photo Archive has been presented to the UN Communications Group and will also be shared with the Humanitarian Advocacy Communications Group for their suggestions and inputs. This resource aims to encourage better use of images relevant to humanitarian and development activities in Myanmar. Registered users for upload (agencies, specific photographers) will be able to post their photos with location, caption, attribution, copyright etc.  Users registered for download (agencies, journalists, researchers…) will then be able to download the photos for use in publications etc. Users can be blocked for inappropriate use of the resource. This initiative will be taken forward in 2017 with inputs from OCHA and from a Consultative Group of interested members of the UNCG and HACG. 
· DALA - MIMU and OCHA are discussing the possibility of supporting RRD with development of a mobile based platform to gather village level damages and loss assessment data and collate relevant reports at NPT, S/R and TS levels so that information will be available immediately and where the responsive is needed. 

	

	4. 
	IM Network Survey Results
· 15 members responded to the survey and results were generally very positive with also a number of suggestions – the results will be discussed in the next meeting 

	

	5.
	AOB
· no points raised in this meeting
	

	
	Next Meeting

The next meeting will be in October 5th at 3 pm in the MIMU. Please share any suggestions re speakers for these meetings.
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