A National Education Strategic Plan for a prosperous,
peaceful and united Myanmar

Yangon, Myanmar, 23 February 2017- The first National Education Strategic Plan (NESP)
was launched today in Nay Pyi Taw by Myanmar’s State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi. The Plan includes a common policy framework which sets the strategic directions for the
next five years; a clear road map for guiding all investments in the sector, both domestic and
international; and a vehicle for coordinated implementation efforts.

“The Plan is based in fundamental principles, namely that education in Myanmar is a right of
every child, regardless of race, sex, socio-economic and citizenship status, and abilities, and
regardless of where they live; as well as that those who were not given the chance to go to
school or dropped out should not be left behind”, affirms Bertrand Bainvel, UNICEF
Representative to Myanmar and Development Partner co-chair. “This is an historic moment for
the country, an affirmation of what Education in Myanmar should always have been - a key to
the country’s development, social cohesion, peace and national unity”.

The Plan reaffirms that creative solutions and partnerships must be built to ensure that everyone
is equipped with the skills to help them to continuously learn, chose and seize opportunities,
and actively contribute to the country’s progress to democracy, peace and prosperity.

Thousands of teachers, headmasters, education experts, civil society organisations and
parliamentarians have been contributing to the nation-wide comprehensive education sector
review (CESR) initiated in 2012. The Plan launched today is a culmination of this effort, and is
based on evidence and inputs through an unprecedented consultation effort in Myanmar’s recent
history.

“The launch of the Plan is the achievement of a long journey which started with the education
sector review, but it is also the beginning of a new one”, affirms Nicholas Coppel, Australia's
ambassador to Myanmar and Development Partner co-chair. “We must continue to support this
roadmap for the benefit of all children in Myanmar, so that it is owned by all stakeholders, and
helps unite all actors in support of education.”

The Plan can be a flexible instrument in the discussions on decentralisation and convergence of
systems between those run by the Government and those run by Ethnic groups; as well as on
performance improvement with full involvement of headmasters, teachers, parents and
children.

“Education is the key that unlocks the potential of individuals and of society as a whole’ ”,
adds Nicholas Coppel

“At the same time, we need peace for ending displacements that interrupt classes and we need
to make schools more respectful of minorities, their identities and their languages to fulfill every
girl and boy’s right to education in Myanmar”, concludes Bertrand Bainvel.



Australian Aid Program in Myanmar

Australia’s development assistance in Myanmar aims to support the reform process by
improving the quality of education; promoting peace and stability; and promoting inclusive
economic growth and government management. For more information about the Australia aid
program in Myanmar

Please visit: http://dfat.gov.au/geo/myanmar

Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AustralianEmbassyMyanmar

UNICEF in Myanmar

UNICEF has been working with the Government and the people of Myanmar since 1950. In
partnership with the Government and the civil society, UNICEF’s current focus of work aims
at reducing child mortality, improving access and quality of education and protecting children
from violence, abuse and exploitation. For more information about UNICEF and its work in
Myanmar.

Please visit: https://www.unicef.org/myanmar

Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/unicefmyanmar

For more information please contact:

Mariana Palavra, Communication Specialist, UNICEF Myanmar, 099795452618,
mpalavra@unicef.org

Htet Htet Oo, Communication Officer, UNICEF Myanmar, 09250075238, hoo@unicef.org

Jay Frere Harvey, Second Secretary, Australian Embassy, jay.frereharvey@dfat.gov.au



