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ANNEX III - VOLUNTEER 
RECORDING SYSTEM

ANNEX IV - FINANCIAL STATUS

CONTEXT
The Volunteer Recording System (VRS) aims to provide a standardized way in which information regarding 
maternal and child health services can be collected.  It targets community cadres supported by eight 
implementing partners. Township health departments are supported with up-to-date data on the services 
delivered by volunteers.  

Forms were developed by the VRS working group and 3MDG, after seeking collaborating with relevant 
programs of the Ministry of Health and Sports, including the Health Information Division, Child Health 
Development, and Maternal and Reproductive Health.  In the first year, which was 2016, 27 out of 34 3MDG-
supported townships (all except Kayah townships) have implemented the system in their townships after 
providing training to volunteer health workers and basic health staff.  

PRINCIPLES
•	 Based on a minimum essential data set
•	 This is not another parallel data collection system but a contribution to the  existing system

OBJECTIVES
•	 To strengthen the role of volunteers in community healthcare and supervisory role of basic health staff
•	 To get a complete picture of health information through  extending community level data collection for 

health management information system (HMIS)
•	 To standardize data collection tools across 3MDG townships 

“By looking at the VRS reports, I can appraise volunteer activities and I can 
see how recognized or influential they are in their village.” 
- Midwife from Ayeyarwady Region

FINDINGS FROM THE FIRST YEAR
Out of a total of 7,000 volunteers, 79 percent were trained in the volunteer recording system in 27 townships. 
Among those, 87 percent of trained volunteers reported at least once during the year. 

This first-year dataset gives only a partial reflection of township volunteer status and results of community 
health activities. This is due to existing challenges in under reporting and data quality issues.  Overall average 
monthly reporting rate is around 48 percent. 

Significant results extracted from collected reports include:
•	 On average, around 19 (min 17 – max 26) people can be reached by each volunteer health worker through 

village level health education sessions each month
•	 Over 74,000 nutrition assessments were done for under five children. The overall finding was 11 percent 

moderate wasting and 1.8 percent severe wasting. Findings differ among the townships. 
•	 The coverage of ante-natal care (at least four times) among expected pregnancies is 13.6 percent.  Of 

expected pregnancies delivered by reported auxiliary midwives, the figure is 10.1 percent.  
•	 Of estimated under five diarrhoea cases, 0.9 percent were treated by volunteer health workers. Of 

estimated under five pneumonia cases, 5.8 percent were treated by reporting volunteer health workers. 

CHALLENGES AND WAY FORWARD
Common challenges faced among 27 townships include inconsistent report submission and collection on 
monthly basis; age, education and drop-out of volunteers; language barriers; motivation and support and 
supervisor workload. Based on the suggestion and feedback received from different stakeholders, template 
modification, reporting channels and system strengthening need to be considered.  
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MATERNAL, NEWBORN AND CHILD HEALTH

Across 3MDG interventions in maternal, newborn and child health services, coverage has 
generally increased across the country. However, as services are phased up in difficult to 
reach or conflict-affected areas, the percentage coverage can be affected due to challenges 
of working in these locations. For example, in 2016 coverage in Northern Shan townships 
began and ongoing conflict impacted service delivery, which affected overall coverage. 

Skilled birth attendants
Since 2013, there has been a 12 percent increase in skilled birth attendants. The last three 
years has seen small but consistent improvements, with three percent total increase from 
2014.  See Graph 1. In many of the areas supported by 3MDG, there are a significant number 
of unfilled midwife positions, which present challenges to increasing access to skilled care. 
This is especially true in conflict-affected areas.

Ante-natal care
For women being attended at least four times for ante-natal care, results have also steadily 
increased since 2013, with a bigger improvement between 2015 and 2016. See Graph 2.

Post-natal care
From the beginning, for this indicator, results were better than targets. From 2013, there has 
been an improvement of 24 percent for this indicator. This is a significant improvement. See 
Graph 3. It is believed that this care primarily refers to the care received by newborn babies 
within the first three days. Midwives who conduct regular outreach are able to case for the 
babies, even if they have not delivered them. Regular outreach visits make this possible.

Immunization
Immunization numbers have been strong since the Fund began in 2013. For the DPT3/
Pentavalent 3 vaccination (Graph 4) there has been an improvement of more than 12 percent 
of children under one covered since that time. This was especially impressive from 2013 to 
2014, with a jump of 14 percent (which has since fallen, and then risen to 95 percent for 2016.) 

ANNEX 5: Yearly trends for 3MDG interventions

Graph 1: Percentage of births attended 
by a skilled health person in 3MDG 
supported townships (2013-2016)

Graph 2: Percentage of 
women attended at least 
four times during pregnancy 
by a skilled health person in 
3MDG supported townships 
(2013-2016)

Graph 3: Percentage of 
mothers and newborns who 
received postnatal care visit 
within three days of childbirth 
(2013-2016)

Graph 4: Percentage of children immunized with 
DPT/Penta 3 in 3MDG  supported townships 
(2013-2016)

Graph 5: Percentage of children immunized 
against measles in 3MDG  supported 
townships (2013-2016)

Graph 6: Contraceptive Prevalence Rate in 3MDG 
supported townships (2013-2016)

Graph 7: Maternal referrals support coverage 
of pregnant mothers in 3MDG supported 
townships (2013-2016)

For measles, there has been fluctuation in numbers year to year. See Graph 5. For example, 
the 2015 result is low because of measles/rubella campaign activities in 2015 that affected 
routine data reporting in some townships. This is because this campaign data is not added 
to routine figures, meaning they appear lower. 

Contraceptive prevalence rate
The contraceptive prevalence rate has shown yearly increases since the start of the Fund. 
There are state and regional fluctuations, with Chin in particular showing lower results (only 
27 percent in 2016, for example, with no improvement). See Graph 6 and main report for state 
and regional graph, page 66.

Maternal referrals
The global target for maternal referrals is 15 percent of all pregnancies, based on global 
evidence that suggest that 15-20 percent of all pregnant women globally will experience 
an unpredictable obstetric emergency that will need an intervention.  As evidenced 
by Graph 7, since 2013 3MDG has seen a steady increase in the percentage of women  
receiving referrals. 
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HIV, TB AND MALARIA

HIV

Across all aspects of the Harm Reduction programme, 3MDG partners have shown steady 
improvement year on year. For example, in 2013 nearly 19,000 people who inject drugs were 
reached by prevention programmes. This has more than doubled in the three years since, 
reaching 96 percent of target population in the coverage area. See Graphs 8, 9 and 10.

*Note that 2014 is only nutritional support

Graph 8: Needles and 
syringes distributed  
(2013-2016)

MALARIA

These graphs illustrate declining malaria prevalence across the years of delivery for the 
Fund. These three graphs show a steady number of malaria tests taken and read, in line with 
targets, and correspondingly a markedly decreasing number of cases treated (and within 
24 hours). This is demonstrative of declining malaria across the country, though efforts 
continue, particularly in endemic areas. See Graphs 14, 15 and 16. 

Graph 9: People who inject 
drugs (PWID) reached by 
prevention programmes 
(2013-2016)

Graph 10: People who inject 
drugs (PWID) given voluntary 
confidential counselling and 
testing for HIV (2013-2016)

TUBERCULOSIS

This graph highlights significant and sustained yearly improvement for case notification. 
However, targets have not been reached. In previous years, targets set for the detection rate 
have been revealed to be unrealistic, for a number of reasons including: a lack of baseline 
data, the newness of the active case detection approach, and the complexity of decisions 
around which specific populations to prioritize and the timing of mobile team visits. To better 
understand this context, 3MDG is supporting a review of the cost-effectiveness and rationale 
for active case detection to be conducted in 2017. See Graphs 11, 12 and 13.

Graph 11: Notified cases for 
TB treatment 
(2014-2016)

Graph 12: Number of MDR-TB 
patients enrolled for second 
line treatment  (2014-2016)*

Graph 13: Number of referrals 
to TB departments by 
Community Health Workers/
Volunteers (2014-2016)

Graph 14: Number of malaria 
tests taken and read 
(2013-2016)

Graph 15: Number of people 
tested for confirmed malaria  
(2013-2016)

Graph 16: Number of 
confirmed malaria cases 
treated within 24 hours of 
fever (2013-2016)
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